
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                               JANUARY 1, 2017 
  
FIRST  SUNDAY  AFTER  CHRISTMAS  DAY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – Insert [Of the Father’s Love Begotten] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, there is a let-down that comes to me often in 
my life, especially in the time following Christmas.  I believe 
feeling let-down is a way to rest after getting caught up in the 
urge toward exuberance which my culture encourages.  Since I 
do not like feeling let-down, I think if I were less exuberant I 
might not go so far down when I am let-down. Upon reflection, 
however, perhaps my feeling let-down might have more to do 
with you, and what you do for me.  My getting caught up in the 
urge toward exuberance interrupts the connection to the weak 
side of my life.  I wonder if the let-down I experience might not 
be you reconnecting me to the vulnerable parts of me, an 
effort to help me find the life that is hidden in what is 
vulnerable, and also to save me from the exhaustion that 
results from excessive compliance with the pervasive urge to 
be exuberant.  The issue, then, is not to circumvent 
exuberance but to remain open to the weak parts of my life 
and to find the life that is in them.  Please help me with this. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 2:13-23 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – Insert [The Race That Long in Darkness Pined] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – Insert [O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for January 8, 2017 
Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:15-17. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 We are receiving the Christmas Joy Offering.  This Special 
Offering benefits retired church workers and racial-ethnic schools.  
Checks should be made out to our church, with the memo noting 
the Christmas Joy Offering. 
 Pledge Cards and a letter giving information on stewardship 
are on the table in the coffee room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Richard Egan and Jenny Goldgur. 
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First Sunday after Christmas Day (Matthew 2:13-23) 
 The Church Year understands Christmas to be a festival which 
highlights certain experiences that occur at the beginning of a long 
journey on which God takes us, a journey that will slowly give us 
the fullness of our own particular life. This journey involves the 
repossessing of components of the person we are which have been 
lost to our awareness, or the possessing of things which were never 
included in our awareness, both which are important for us to own 
and use. The First Cycle of the Church Year describes this work God 
does to bring something to our awareness and have it stick there 
so it can be considered and explored. 

We often miss the impact of Christmas because we mistakenly 
believe that its message is that God loves us. It is true that God 
loves us. Love is the primary and fundamental characteristic of God 
when viewed through the lens of the First Person of the Trinity. This 
love is always offered to us and is always available to us. What 
Christmas celebrates is something more focused and specific. The 
experiences celebrated at Christmas are always preceded by and 
come out of the experiences highlighted in Advent. Advent focuses 
us on our being visited by thoughts, feelings and/or perceptions 
which do not fit our understanding of who we are, and which are 
generally distressing to us in that they frighten us, or maybe anger 
us, or perhaps evoke our own self-hate. These are things we both 
want and work to have removed from our awareness, yet in some 
way they remain in our awareness. 

Christmas celebrates our being acceptable to God with these 
thoughts, feelings and/or perceptions being in us and true of us. 
We can say this same thing in different ways: Christmas highlights 
the experience of our not being judged with these in our 
awareness, and for these being in our awareness; Christmas 
focuses on the experience of our being acceptable when and while 
we have thoughts, feelings and/or perceptions that we consider 
unacceptable. These thoughts, feelings and/or perceptions do not 
become acceptable to us, they remain unacceptable, but we realize 
that we are acceptable with them, and that to become familiar with 
them and explore them is also acceptable. The point to grasp here 
is that we continue to have the same intrusive thoughts, feelings 

and/or perceptions, only we are not judged for this being true, and 
instead are accepted with this being true. 

Using the metaphor from last Sunday, at Christmas we celebrate 
a different Mind, or perhaps a better metaphor is a different 
“operating system,” appearing in and functioning in us, so that in 
addition to the normal moralizing which our human mind always 
does to us, we have an experience of not being moralized on. We 
experience being accepted, appreciated and understood, with and 
for these thoughts, feelings and/or perceptions being true of us. 
 The experience of Christmas is more complex than can be 
expressed by a sentiment like “God loves us.” In today’s text, Jesus 
is born, and elements of the environment into which he is born try 
to kill him. To illustrate how this takes place within us, Herod is the 
governor of the area where Jesus was born. Herod is a good symbol 
for our “ego,” a necessary aspect of our personality whose task it is 
to orchestrate a working arrangement between the interior world 
with which we live, and the exterior world in which we live. Our ego 
crafts a great many accommodations and compromises to allow us 
to live, and has a great deal invested in these arrangements being 
honored and working. So, when thoughts, feelings and/or 
perceptions enter our awareness which do not belong there, and 
whose presence upsets the arrangements which our ego has 
worked out, our ego gets “infuriated” [the Greek is “exceeding” + 
“to be put in a passion”]. The presence in our awareness of what 
does not fit our understanding of who we are might make our ego 
angry to the point of being infuriated, but the presence of these 
things might also [and more likely] frighten our ego or distress it 
greatly, enough so that the experience of being accepted and 
appreciated which came alive in us retreats to the background and 
hides [the reference in the text is that the baby is taken to Egypt and 
remains there until it is safe to return]. The experience of 
acceptance comes alive in us and registers in our awareness, and 
then it goes away. Later, it returns, but not to the center of our 
personality [Bethlehem]; it returns rather to the fringe, the edge 
[Nazareth in Galilee], where it can survive and grow. 
 This return to Nazareth rather than Bethlehem is significant, 
internally. Our human mind functions by assessing and evaluating 



us as the way to achieve our becoming correct according to the 
standards we internalized growing up. The “different operating 
system” [Mind] that has come to life in us functions in a different 
way, by accepting and appreciating what is true of us, especially 
and including what is not considered correct, and does this as the 
way to achieve integration. If acceptance were to be the center of 
our personality, acceptance would become the new standard by 
which we would be assessed and evaluated. We would be judged 
for any judging we do; we would be moralistic about our 
moralizing; and, we would remain in the same mind as always. The 
way God orchestrates integration is clever—our normal mind is 
allowed to operate as usual, and this different Mind lives alongside 
our normal mind, welcomes and accepts our normal mind, and we 
are able to notice the two and their differences. 
 This is as far as the Season of Christmas takes us. In the process 
of being moved through the experiences highlighted in Advent and 
Christmas, we become able to recognize and then observe our 
normal mind moralizing on something that has entered our 
awareness. That moralizing was something we could not recognize 
before because it did not seem to us like we were being moralistic. 
Now we can see it and recognize it, and tell the difference between 
our normal operating system [mind] and this new operating system 
[Mind], and we are acceptable with all this being true in us and of 
us. 

What comes next in the church year is Epiphany, and the 
Ordinary Time following it. This is a period of time where this Mind 
goes with us as we live our normal life, and we are able to watch 
our moralizing mind at work. Eventually, over a period of time, we 
will see through the normal way our moralistic mind operates, and 
it will lose its power over us as we learn to understand it and 
appreciate it. 

Jim Robie, 12-29-16 A 1st after Christmas Day, Matthew 2:13-23 

 


